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Please contact the church office if you: 
 would like to be removed from the mailing list. 
 are planning to move. 
 would like to receive the newsletter by email instead of USPS. 
 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

8:30 (or 9:00) until noon (or 12:30) 
 

Administrative Assistant’s Office Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

8:30 until 12:00 and 12:30 until 3:00\ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

When I was a child, I had a game called “The Last 
Straw.” It was a fairly simple game. There was a brown 
plastic camel with two humps. There was a split down the 
middle of the camel’s side and the front and back ends 
were held together by a large rubber band. The camel 

stood on wheels and had a pair of baskets that straddled the middle of the 
camel. Each player took turns adding various sized wooden “straws” to the 
baskets. The idea was to get your opponent to place “the straw that broke 
the camel’s back” into the basket, for as the weight in the baskets become 
too great for the connecting rubber band inside the camel, the camel would 
split apart with a “broken back.” 

The challenge was always finding just the right sized straw to use as 
the baskets were becoming obviously full. Pick one too light, and your 
opponent could place another, then you might have to end up playing the 
last straw. Pick one too heavy, and you would lose immediately as you 
watched the camel’s legs slide out from under as the camel’s back broke. 

The events of the past month have been deeply unsettling for me. 
Perhaps I have reached my own personal “last straw:” the event which has 
finally broken my silence, my fragility-wrapped denials, my fears of being 
misunderstood or dismissed as having succumbed to “political 
correctness.” It feels to me as if my own camel has split apart, and with 
that split has come pouring out much that I heretofore failed to recognize 
as my own implicit bias, white privilege, and racism. Always before, these 
terms created within my mind and my heart not only a defensive denial 
couched in anger, fear, guilt, and behaviors such as argumentation and 
silence. One example of my denial in recent years has been my tendency 
to counter claims of “Black Lives Matter” with my own declaration that 
“All Lives Matter,” or to accuse those involved in the Black Lives Matter 
movement of “reverse-racism.” 

I write these words both as confession and lament. I confess my 
slowness to understand and accept without excuse all that has been 
perpetrated upon people of color for far too long. I also write believing 
that it is God who has bestowed upon me what I now understand a truly 
gracious gift: the gift of being unsettled by recent events.  I must confess 
that for far too long I have yearned only to be able to withdraw from the 
cacophony of cries for justice, and pleas for freedom from oppression. I 
have wanted only to find my own quiet corner of the world where I could 
ignore the clamor in a blissful ignorance. 

God has troubled the waters of my stillness to awaken within me a 
deeper love of neighbor: a love that is no longer content to believe that the 

“problems” people of color are somehow caused by their own “patterns of 
behavior.” God has troubled the waters of my silence to remove from my 
eyes, mind, heart, and soul the blinders of privilege which have kept me 
from understanding that my own denials have made me an unknowing 
participant in the systemic racism which has murdered far too many black 
men and women.  

Please understand that I am not saying that I used to be a racist and 
now I’m not. It’s not a simplistic dualism of yes or no, I am or I am not. 
Rather, it is a matter of comprehending that every day I must be willing to 
engage in dialogue about the evil of racism and the many forms in which 
this evil presents itself. As a baptized and confirmed member of the 
Church, I have renounced “the spiritual forces of wickedness,” rejected 
“the evil powers of this world,” and repented “of my sin.” As one who 
stands with Jesus Christ in my baptism and confirmation of faith, I have 
accepted “the freedom and power God gives (me) to resist evil, injustice, 
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.” It is therefore 
my duty to allow the Holy Spirit to work in, with, and through me to 
accomplish the work of dismantling racism: the racism which is hidden 
within the darkest corners of my life and which has taken root there 
through experience and exposure to the systemic racism of the world into 
which I was born, raised, and have lived for nearly 61 years. 

God has “unsettled me” to the point now that I am finally willing to 
enter into the redemptive work of dismantling racism with the rest of my 
life. Surely there will be moments and days when I stumble and fall over a 
form of this evil I do not yet recognize, but I pray that when it happens, 
God will send me an angel willing to call me on it, to help me understand 
it, and to offer me their strength in overcoming it. 

Somewhere in recent weeks, my mind, heart, and spirit were opened to 
why I have been wrong in the past to counter the statement “Black Lives 
Matter” with my own declaration that “All Lives Matter.” I do not recall 
now specifically where I read it, but the analogy finally broke through the 
thick wall of my own racial sensitivities and privilege. If someone were to 
say to me that we must “Save the Rain Forests,” I do not feel the need to 
reply, “No, we must Save All Forests.” In other words, I am able to 
recognize that if someone were to hold up a sign declaring “Save the Rain 
Forests,” I am able to understand that there is a specific threat to the whole 
of the global environment because of the damage and reduction of the rain 
forests of the world. I am able to recognize it as a call action that will 
benefit the whole world, and that my participating in a movement to 
preserve and restore the vitality of rain forests is not a judgment statement 
that suggests rain forests are any more important or valuable than any 
other part of the global ecosystem. 



In the same way, I now understand that in this time, in this moment in 
history, it is vital that we all recognize the threat racism still poses to black 
men and women and children. Racism did not end with the Civil Rights 
movement of the 1960’s and the abolition of laws of segregation and 
oppression. If anything, the seeming victory of that era merely allowed racism 
to assume another, more dangerous form beneath the surface of “progress.” 

I am currently reading How to Be an Antiracist, by Ibram X. Kendi. It 
is not easy reading for me. I find myself wanting to argue all too often, 
rather than simply listen to the experience and witness of a black man 
being offered to me, a white man. It is not comfortable reading for me, but 
I am quickly realizing that it is important reading for me. How else may I 
truly love another as Christ loves, if I am not willing to take the time to 
understand the pain, and experience of that other one? How else may I 
truly become the disciple of Jesus Christ that God has always intended me 
to become? This has too long been a neglected area of my discipleship, an 
overlooked necessity for my own transformation and the salvation of my 
soul. No more. I will take the time and I will make the necessary effort to 
begin listening to voices and perspectives I have too long dismissed and 
ignored. I will now pay attention not only to what is IN the news 
(particularly on my own “favorite” channel or source), but what is 
BEHIND the news. 

But more than this, I have accepted the call our Council of Bishops and 
our United Methodist Church to Stand Against Racism. I challenge you to 
take the time to watch and participate in A Service of Lament, Repentance, 
Communion and Commitment which was streamed live online at 1:00 PM 
on Wednesday, June 24. It is available on you tube here: 

Dismantling Racism: A Service of Lament, Repentance, Communion 
and Commitment: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y0SDae5_z4 

I also challenge you to take the time to learn the names of those who 
have recently been murdered in the hands of police officers. And when 
you do so, resist the temptation to excuse the violence done to them as the 
result of their own behavior. Please resist the temptation to blame the 
victim or to justify to actions of police officers. Just learn their names. 
They were not perfect people, any more than you or I are perfect people, 
but they were, just as you and I are, created and beloved by God who has 
kindness, justice, and the humility as the core values of a life which 
embodies God’s love (see Micah 6.8). 

Know Their Names: https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2020/know-
their-names/index.html 

Before this summer is over, I will be extending the invitation for those 
willing to enter into challenging and important conversation about racism 
and the work to dismantle racism in our own lives and community to join 

with me in a discipleship endeavor. I have not yet fully fleshed out what 
this will be or become. It will likely begin with a book study, or perhaps a 
video study (such as Vital Conversations), but I encourage you to begin 
with the resources listed above and with prayer that you might discern 
whether God is “unsettling” you the way God has “unsettled” me recently. 
I challenge to consider whether or not there is a camel full of silence, fear, 
denial and/or fragility inside of you that is ready to be broken open by the 
last straw. 

 By His Grace, 
 Pastor Tom 

 
Online Giving 

We're excited to share that we’ve launched online 
giving at First United Methodist Church in 
Reynoldsville, PA through Tithe.ly, a safe and 
secure giving platform that allows you to give one-
time or recurring gifts! You can get started by using 
one of the below options. 
 1. Tithe.ly Giving App: 
 Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google 
Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded the app select your church 
and follow the same steps as above. 
 Since this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted 

to create an account that you can use for all future gifts. 
 The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or 

ACH/banking info. 
 Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your 

personal or payment information. Just enter your PIN and give! 
 A reminder you have the ability to set your gift up as recurring.  

 2. Website Giving: 
 Click on this link https://tithe.ly/give?c=1645548%20%20 to give 
through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to give any time. If 
you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us and we’d be 
happy to assist you further! Tithe.ly also has articles that you may find 
useful. Click https://help.tithe.ly/en/collections/852764-tithe-ly-
giving#donor-questions to read more. 
 Thank you for your generosity and partnering with us to build the 
kingdom. 
 See you on Sunday (online or in person)! 

 
 
 
 
 



Congratulations to Charles, Andrew Fuller, Jr. on his 
graduation from Punxsutawney Area High School! He is the 

grandson of John and Laudrea Frampton, and plans to enter the workforce. 
 

Drive-In Communion 
Beginning July 5, the church will offer Drive-In Communion 
every Sunday at 9am. This will continue until we are able to 

return to offering the 8:15 Communion Service. Many thanks to Monty 
Kunes for loaning us his karaoke sound system for this ministry! 
 

Fifth Sunday Hoss’s Fundraiser 
August 30 we will once again be having our Fifth Sunday 
Hoss’s Fundraiser. Pick up a green fundraiser card from 
the Welcome Table and take it with you to Hoss’s on 
Sunday, March 29. Give the card to your server when you 

pay for your meal, and Hoss’s will donate a portion of the cost of your 
meal to our church. You have a delicious meal and help the church, and 
there are no dishes to wash; sounds like a win-win! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following gifts were received in the months of March, April, May, & June. 
 

- Organ Fund – 
In memory of Jane & Robert Laird by Roberta Laird & Steve Santus 
In memory of Ruthie Welsh by Anne Yount 
 

- Choir Fund – 
In memory of Nathaniel “Cy” Vandervort by: 
 Sharon Bobal 
 Sandy Reiter 
 Gail Yount 
In memory of Ruthie Welsh by: 
 Ruth Stewart 
 Sharon Bobal 
 Gail Yount 
 

- Prayer Shawl Ministry – 
In memory of Nathanial “Cy” Vandervort by Marie Getch 

- Memorial Fund – 
In memory of Nathaniel “Cy” Vandervort by: 
 Alfred and Debra Franklin 
 The Clever Family 
 Janice & Clyde Rodgers 
 Rob & Karen Bussard 
In memory of Ruth “Ruthie” Welsh by: 
 Mr. & Mrs. William Yanek 
 Mr. & Mrs. Will Kelly 
 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Yanek & Family 
 Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Yanek & Family 
 Mr. & Mrs. Evan Desbien 
 Marie Getch 
 Thomas Moore 
 Patricia Beach 
 Rob & Karen Bussard 
 Randy & Kim Hall 
 Bill & Barb Averill 
 Roberta Laird & Steve Santus 
 

- UMYF – 
In memory of Nathaniel “Cy” Vandervort by Sally Wells & Family 
In memory of Mark Siple by Sally Wells & Family 
In memory of Ruth Welsh by Mikayla Wells & Family 
 

- Library – 
In memory of Cy Vandervort by Jon & Susan Moore 
In memory of Ruthie Welsh by Jon & Susan Moore 
 

- Missions – 
In memory of Ruthie Welsh by Sandy Reiter 
 

- UMW – 
In memory of Ruthie Welsh by Ruth Stewart 
 

- Trustees – 
In memory of Cy Vandervort by Leo & Mona Cramer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be a memorial Service for Cy Vandervort on Sunday, July 12 at 
2pm. We welcome all who feel comfortable attending. We respectfully 
request that those who attend wear a mask and observe social-distancing 
as much as possible. 



Milestones 
July birthdays (all Reynoldsville area unless designated). 
  3 Tiffany Bartlett, 2745 N. Tamiami Tr., Box 8, Sarasota, FL 34234 
  8 Anna Rose Vandervort, 5902 Route 310 
10 Tyrone Wolfe, 1359 Route 410, -Punxsutawney, PA 15767 
12 Andrew Getch, 231 Hidden View Farm 
14 Noah Knepp, 825 E. Main Street 
     Anna Wylam, 415 Jackson Street 
15 Benjamin Gritzer, 239 Ice Plant Rd., DuBois, PA 15801 
17 Kim Reiter, 404 Stone Bridge Rd., Sagamore Hills, OH 44067 
     Aldine Uplinger, 1223 E. Main Street 
18 David Stitt, 329 Main Street 
     Marcus Young, 307 N. 5th St. 
25 Nicole Cramer, 501 E. Main St., Apt. A 
26 Ed Bach, 126 Brown St. 
     Gayle Borden 
29 Jacob Minaya, 1552 Treasure Lake, DuBois, PA 15801 
      Kathy Bach, 126 Brown St. 
 

August birthdays: 
  3 Mikayla Wells, 709 Worth St. 
  4 Cindy Remaley, 916 Thompson St. 
  5 Dennis Siple, Sr., 134 Daffodil Road 
  6 Ted Gilbert, Jr., 912 Pancoast Street 
  7 Bob Siple, 1340 Sandstone Dr., Falls Creek, PA 15840 
  8 Betty Lindenpitz, 3296 Church Street 
14 Rev. Hughie Orsborn, 75 AGO Lane, Renfrew, PA 16053 
17 Carol Wells, 30 Wells Drive 
18 Holly Plummer, 1430 Stevenson Hill Rd. 
20 Carol Wolfe, 1359 Route 410, Punxsutawney, PA 15767 
22 Barbara Holcombe, 222 Deer Ridge Road 
23 Angie Siple, 1340 Sandstone Dr., Falls Creek, PA 15840 
24 Virginia Zimmerman, 5019 Route 322 
      Tom Gilbert, Route 310 
29 Jessie Beck, 8 Brown Street 
      Ruth Stewart, 54 W. Long Ave., Apt. 203, DuBois, PA 15801 
30 Joe Clever, 351 Lewis St., Reynoldsville, PA 15851 
31 Shannon Bowlby, 620 Grant Street 
 

August Anniversaries 
  9 Tom and Leah Carr (1984), 506 Jackson St. 
31 Tom and Ann Wylam (1958), 415 Jackson St. 
(If you want a birthday put in the newsletter, please call the church office 
with the information). 

First UMC Council Monthly Report, April 2020 
Treasurer-Mrs. Carol A. Curry 

 

Balance Available and Designated April 1, 2020 $53,512.58 
Transfers In (Missions, Trustees) 3,420.50 
Receipts for the month of April 2020 11,151.73 
Transfers Out (Missions, Trustees) -3,519.90 
Expenses for the month of April 2020 -7,852.57 
Less Designated Funds: 
 Education -1,459.84 
 TLC -4,001.59 
 Camp Fund Scholarships -1,421.52 
 Pastors Moving Fund -600.00 
 Funeral Dinners -3,414.90 
 Library -401.21 
 Evangelism -2,290.72 
 Reynoldsville Ministerium -5,000.00 
Balance available end of April 2020 $38,122.56 
 

EXPENSES: 
602 Rev. Thomas D. Carr (Salary) 1,236.81 
402 Courier Express 22.00 
402 Leah Carr (Online Service advertising reimbursement) 12.00 
111 Leah Carr (Petty Cash Reimbursement) 89.50 
615/617/622 WPAUMC Benefits (May 2020) 1,739.23 
603 Chantail Niver (Salary) 400.84 
604 Leah B. Carr (Salary) 357.23 
603 PA SCDU 36.17 
602 Rev. Thomas D. Carr (Salary) 1,236.82 
209 Cokesbury 23.92 
621 KUMFCU (Health Savings Account) 125.00 
611 Rev. Thomas D. Carr (March Reimbursement) 477.49 
620 Wespath Benefits & Investments (January 2020) 47.75 
103 Reynoldsville Ministerium (4/12/20 Offering) 150.00 
603 PA SCDU 36.17 
603 Chantail Niver (Salary) 400.85 
604 Leah B. Carr (Salary) 357.23 
402 Leah Carr (Online Service advertising reimbursement) 12.01 
402 UMCOM (1-Year Domain Renewal) 205.79 
105 NHN (4/19/20 Offering) 200.00 
403 Donna Price (Reimbursement: TLC Meals) 120.68 
201 The Upper Room 11.50 
621 KUMFCU (Health Savings Account) 125.00 
613 EFTPS (April 2020 Federal Taxes) 428.59 



First UMC Trustees Report for April 2020 
Treasurer: Kim Tagliaferre 

 

Trustees Checkbook Balance, April 1, 2020 $160,921.68 
Total Receipts for April 2020 +2,388.87 
Total Expenses for April 2020 -4,072.23 
Less Designated Funds: 
 Improvement Fund -82,338.39 
 Stone Maintenance fund -10,984.31 
 Camp Repair Fund -1,000.00 
 Undesignated Memorials Fund -7,005.52 
 Stained Glass Windows Fund -20,030.50 
 Organ Fund -570.00 
 Furnace Fund -24,204.18 
Trustees Checkbook Balance, end of April 2020 $13,055.39 
 

EXPENSES 
703 United Electric 38.85 
711 Penelec—Church 218.05 
712 Penelec—Parsonage 74.72 
711 Reynoldsville Water Authority—Church 80.40 
712 Reynoldsville Water Authority—Parsonage 92.40 
701 Byerly Services – Parsonage faucets & dryer vent 530.00 
713 Eastern Elevator Services & Sales 154.80 
701 Farmers National Bank – safe deposit box 30.00 
702 M.C. Alarms (3-month monitoring fee) 60.00 
701 Leah Carr – reimbursement – printer for pastor’s office 179.00 
703 Winslow Township Tax Collector 10.79 
701 Reynoldsville Boro Tax Collector 1,332.36 
711 National Fuel—Church 401.00 
712 National Fuel—Parsonage 86.00 
711 Advanced Disposal Services - dumpster 92.47 
712 Comcast—Parsonage Cable 129.66 
711 Comcast—Phone & Internet 277.67 
713 Fritz Pianos – tuning 380.00 
701 Viking Refrigeration – church kitchen compressor 284.09 

 
 

Negativity and hate are contagious. But so are 
positivity, kindness and courage. ~Aaron Judge 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First UMC Council Monthly Report, May 2020 
Treasurer-Mrs. Carol A. Curry 

 

Balance Available and Designated May 1, 2020 $56,712.34 
Transfers In (Missions, Trustees) 6,416.85 
Receipts for the month of May 2020 10,977.33 
Transfers Out (Missions, Trustees) -7,392.78 
Expenses for the month of May 2020 -7,170.63 
Less Designated Funds: 
 Education -1,459.84 
 TLC -4,006.30 
 Camp Fund Scholarships -1,421.52 
 Pastors Moving Fund -600.00 
 Funeral Dinners -3,414.90 
 Library -417.36 
 Evangelism -2,312.72 
 Reynoldsville Ministerium -5,000.00 
Balance available end of May 2020 $40,910.47 
 

EXPENSES: 
602 Rev. Thomas D. Carr (Salary) 1,236.81 
402 Courier Express 22.00 
615/617/622 WPAUMC Benefits (May 2020) 1,739.23 
611 Rev. Thomas D. Carr (April Reimbursement) 162.13 
603 Chantail Niver (Salary) 400.85 
603 PA SCDU 36.17 
604 Leah B. Carr (Salary) 357.23 
621 KUMFCU (Health Savings Account) 125.00 
203 Susan Moore (Reimbursement: Library) 33.85 
620 Wespath Benefits & Investments (January 2020) 47.75 
602 Rev. Thomas D. Carr (Salary) 1,236.82 
603 PA SCDU 36.17 
603 Chantail Niver (Salary) 400.85 
604 Leah B. Carr (Salary) 357.23 
103 Helping Hands Food Pantry (5/24/20 Offering) 50.00 
107 UMW (5/3/20 & 5/24/20 Offerings) 30.00 
108 UMYF (5/3/20 & 5/24/20 Offerings) 65.00 
110 Choir Fund (5/3/20, 5/10/20, & 5/24/20 Offerings) 130.00 
614 Staples 149.96 
621 KUMFCU (Health Savings Account) 125.00 
613 EFTPS (May 2020 Federal Taxes) 428.59 

 

🦋 



First UMC Trustees Report for May 2020 
Treasurer: Kim Tagliaferre 

 

Trustees Checkbook Balance, May 1, 2020 $159,188.29 
Total Receipts for May 2020 +4,471.84 
Total Expenses for May 2020 -3,413.68 
Less Designated Funds: 
 Improvement Fund -81,905.65 
 Stone Maintenance fund -10,993.06 
 Camp Repair Fund -1,000.00 
 Undesignated Memorials Fund -7,595.52 
 Stained Glass Windows Fund -20,140.50 
 Organ Fund -575.00 
 Furnace Fund -24,204.18 
Trustees Checkbook Balance, end of May 2020 $13,832.54 
 

EXPENSES 
703 United Electric 38.85 
711 Penelec—Church 167.87 
712 Penelec—Parsonage 78.25 
711 Reynoldsville Water Authority—Church 68.40 
712 Reynoldsville Water Authority—Parsonage 116.40 
701 Thomas Carr – Reimbursement – line for trimmer 19.04 
701 Leah Carr – reimbursement – janitor supplies 6.78 
702 Quashnock’s Appliance – parsonage dishwasher 666.74 
701 Byerly Services – Church boiler repair 115.00 
701 Felgar Electric 852.50 
711 National Fuel—Church 401.00 
712 National Fuel—Parsonage 90.00 
711 Advanced Disposal Services - dumpster 71.36 
711 Comcast—Phone & Internet 277.76 
712 Comcast—Parsonage Cable 129.66 
716 BMP Systems – copier copies 251.16 
701 DuBois Restaurant Supply 9.75 
701 Leah Carr – reimbursement – janitor supplies 47.16 

 
When we speak about wisdom we are speaking about 
Christ. When we speak about virtue, we are speaking 
about Christ. When we speak about justice, we are 
speaking about Christ. When we speak about truth 
and life and redemption, we are speaking about 
Christ. ~Ambrose of Milan 

Fundraiser 
NHN is selling hoagies to benefit the Mowrey family, who lost 
their milking barn to a fire Thursday night, June 25. (The cows 
were all saved!) Orders are due no later than Sunday, July 19. Delivery 
will be Tuesday, July 28.  

 

🤍 
 

Revolutionary 
By Josh Wilson, Steve Fee, James Tealy, & Jeff Sojka 

 
Maybe you're not like me. Maybe we don't agree 
Maybe that doesn't mean we gotta be enemies. 
Maybe we just get brave, take a big leap of faith. 
Call a truce so me and you can find a better way. 
Let's take some time, open our eyes, look and listen. (yeah) 
We're gonna find we're more alike than we are different. (yeah) 
Why does kindness seem revolutionary? 
When did we let hate get so ordinary? 
Let's turn it around, flip the script, judge slow, love quick. 
God help us get revolutionary! (Whoa oh) Revolutionary! (Whoa oh) 
Let's get, let's get (Whoa oh) Revolutionary! (Whoa oh) 
I'm turning the TV down, drowning their voices out, 
Cause I believe that you and me can find some common ground. 
See maybe I'm not like you, but I'll walk a mile in your shoes 
If it means I might see the world the way you do. 
Let's take some time, open our eyes, look and listen. 
We're gonna find we're more alike than we are different. 
Why does kindness seem revolutionary? 
When did we let hate get so ordinary? 
Let's turn it around, flip the script, judge slow, love quick. 
God help us get revolutionary! (Whoa oh) Revolutionary! (Whoa oh) 
Let's get, let's get (Whoa oh) Revolutionary! (Whoa oh) 
What would Jesus do? He would love first. He would love first. 
What would Jesus do? He would love first; He would love first. 
So we should love first! 
Why does kindness seem revolutionary? 
When did we let hate get so ordinary? 
Let's turn it around, flip the script, judge slow, love quick. 
God help us get revolutionary! (Whoa oh) Revolutionary! (Whoa oh) 
Let's get, let's get (Whoa oh) Revolutionary! (Whoa oh) 



A Letter to Western Pennsylvanians 
from United Methodists Who Love Them 

 
“Shout loudly; don’t hold back; 
Raise your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their crime, 
To the house of Jacob their sins” 

(Isaiah 58:1, CEB). 
 
Beloved friends in Christ, 
The prophet’s cry to Israel addresses us where we are right now: we must 
shout out today, and announce to our own people our crime of racism. In 
our baptismal vows, each one of us promises to “accept the freedom and 
power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever 
forms they present themselves.” We cannot deny the evil and injustice of 
the oppression Black and Brown people face every day. We must reflect 
seriously on biases we have, assumptions we hold, and privileges we 
enjoy related to systematic racism. During this season of Pentecost the 
Spirit calls us to lament, to repent, and to act. 
 
LAMENT: 
Friends, can we feel the anguish George Floyd felt with a knee being 
firmly pressed on his neck, crying out for his mother, gasping in vain for 
breath? Can we feel the terror Ahmaud Arbery felt as he was hunted down 
on the streets? Can we feel the astonished betrayal Breonna Taylor felt as 
she was shot down in her own home? Can we weep with their friends and 
families over these tragic killings? In Jesus’ name, we lament today for 
and with these, and many, many other victims of the racial injustice our 
sinful indifference perpetuates. 
 
REPENT: 
O God, we shout loudly and repent of the sin of racism in our lives. We 
invite our fellow believers to join us as together we attempt to put our 
preconceived notions aside. We must admit there is something called 
“white privilege.” According to the United Methodist Book of Resolutions 
(Paragraph 3376), “White, European Americans enjoy a wide range of 
privileges that are denied to persons of color in our society.” White 
privilege assumes that you can purchase a home wherever you choose; 
white privilege expects courteous service in stores and restaurants; white 
privilege has no fear of police. We cannot allow white privilege to blunt 
our awareness and concern that Black and Brown people cannot make 
these assumptions. How white Americans choose to respond to racism can 

make a profound difference. We repent for being comfortable in positions 
of privilege, while people of color still experience racism every day. 
 
ACT: 
If we desire to be like Jesus, then we must not only lament and repent, but 
act in the world. Pray daily for justice. Pray about what you can do. Then 
let that prayer become action. Therefore, let us:  
 
Rise against police brutality in all forms; call on our government officials 
to institute policing reform and create County Civilian-Police Review 
Boards. 

 Speak out against a criminal justice system that is often neither 
blind nor just. 

 Follow Black leaders, activists, and community organizers on 
social media and share their content. 

 Find and support Black-owned businesses in your community. 
 Recognize the inequity of our educational system - does your 

school district have a designated equity director? Are your teachers 
offered racial-cultural sensitivity training? Have you reviewed 
your school district’s curriculum for accurate history and racial 
education? 

 Participate in non-violent protests and marches that are taking 
place and open your ears and heart to hear the pain and anguish of 
your Black and Brown neighbors. 

 Purchase and read books on racial justice and anti-racism by Black 
authors. Connect online for additional resources. 

*This letter was written by clergy from the Pittsburgh District. 
 
Together in ministry, 
Rev. David L. Ewing 
Rev. Dr. Kimberly Greway 
Rev. Dawn Hand 
Rev. Chris Morgan 
Rev. Kelly J. Smith 
Rev. Bruce E. Stollings 
Rev. Dr. Steven Tuell 
 

I do not at all understand the mystery of grace—
only that it meets us where we are but does not leave 
us where it found us. ~Anne Lamott 

 

🤟 



 
Breonna Taylor            Ahmaud Arbery               George Floyd 

 
As I sit watching news coverage of protests happening all over my 
beloved country, I am flashing back to my days in Baltimore when 
protests erupted after the killing of Freddie Gray. And I am devastated.  
 
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I bear pain in my soul, 
    and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! 
    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; 
    my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 
But I trusted in your steadfast love; 
    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
I will sing to the Lord, 
    because he has dealt bountifully with me. (Psalm 13) 
  
I stand with those who peacefully protest the violence that has been 
perpetually, systemically perpetrated against African Americans in this 
country.  
  
The violence that is concomitant with some of the protests is part of a 
vicious cycle of violence that has been occurring in this country for over 
400 years. This cycle began when my African ancestors were brutally torn 
from their homeland and brought to this land. It is a cycle that is fueled by 
the evils of racism and greed. The oppressor perpetrates an act of 
violence. The oppressed then responds with an internal or external 
expression of violence. The oppressor then feels justified in responding 
with violence. It is time for this cycle to end! But it will not end until the 
demonic systems of racism and white privilege that run rampant in our 
country are dismantled. 

Racism can lead one to murder an unarmed man who you think might 
have committed burglary. Racism can lead one to press a knee on a man’s 
neck until the life literally wanes out of that man.  
  
White privilege can lead you to assume Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery 
and George Floyd must have done something to warrant their deaths. 
White privilege can lead you to want to respond to “Black Lives Matter” 
with “All Lives Matter”. 
  
While African Americans and other people of color can help identify 
issues of racism and white privilege, it is not our work to address those 
issues or dismantle those systems. The only way for this violence to end is 
for members of the white community to rise up and do the work of 
dismantling racism and combating white privilege. Our annual conference 
needs members of the white community to step up and take the lead in 
addressing issues of racism and white privilege throughout western 
Pennsylvania. It is your obligation as a disciple of Jesus Christ and a 
United Methodist to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever 
forms they present themselves. 

 
Breonna Taylor             Ahmaud Arbery                 George Floyd 

 
Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference 

Bishop@wpaumc.org | 724.776.1499 
 
 

We bless God our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gathers together in one the children of God that 
are scattered abroad. We are divided from one 
another not only in matters of faith, order, and 
tradition, but also by pride of nation, class, and 
race. But Christ has made us one, and He is not 
divided. In seeking Him we find one another. ~First 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



July 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 

5 
10:45am Traditional Service 
9am Drive-In Communion 
6:30 pm Sunday School by Phone 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 
10:45am Traditional Service 
9am Drive-In Communion 
2pm Memorial Service for 

Cy Vandervort 
6:30 pm Sunday School by Phone 

13 
7pm Board of Trustees 

14 15 16 17 18 

19 
Hoagie Orders Due 
10:45am Traditional Service 
9am Drive-In Communion 
6:30 pm Sunday School by Phone 

20 
7pm Church Council & 

Safety Team 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 
10:45am Traditional Service 
9am Drive-In Communion 
6:30 pm Sunday School by Phone 

27 28 
Hoagies Delivered 

29 30 31  

Everything on the calendar is subject to change depending on how quickly the church leadership feels we can move forward with our Reopening Plan. We will let 
you know of changes as decisions are made. 
 
The 10:45am Traditional Service will continue to be streamed online at https://www.facebook.com/firstumcreynoldsville/. 
 
Sunday School Teleconference: Dial 1-425-436-6351 & use Access Code 723440. 
 

Meetings in July 
Monday, July 13 7pm Board of Trustees 
Monday, July 20 7pm Church Council & Safety Committee 

  



August 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

2 
10:45am Traditional Service 
9am Drive-In Communion 
6:30 pm Sunday School by Phone 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 
10:45am Traditional Service 
9am Drive-In Communion 
6:30 pm Sunday School by Phone 

10 
7pm Board of Trustees 

11 12 13 14 15 
Thornton Hall Reserved 

16 
10:45am Traditional Service 
9am Drive-In Communion 
6:30 pm Sunday School by Phone 

17 
7pm Church Council & 

Safety Team 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 
10:45am Traditional Service 
9am Drive-In Communion 
6:30 pm Sunday School by Phone 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 
10:45am Traditional Service 
5th Sunday Hoss’s Fundraiser 
6:30 pm Sunday School by Phone 

31  

Everything on the calendar is subject to change depending on how quickly the church leadership feels we can move forward with our Reopening Plan. We will let 
you know of changes as decisions are made. 
 
The 10:45am Traditional Service will continue to be streamed online at https://www.facebook.com/firstumcreynoldsville/. 
 
Sunday School Teleconference: Dial 1-425-436-6351 & use Access Code 723440. 


